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D I A R Y  N O T E S :  

·  Meet the Teacher Night – 
Tuesday 1st March 
5:00pm – 5:30pm 

· Pupil Free Day – Friday 
11th March (OSHC 
available) 

· School Photos – Monday 
21st March 

· Harmony Day – Tuesday 
22nd March 

· Sports Day – Thursday 
14th April 
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Dear Kilkenny Primary and Preschool parent and families, 

Welcome back to all students and families for a great year of teaching and learning at 
Kilkenny Primary School and Preschool. While the first two weeks of the school year were 
unexpected, I am proud of the way our staff, students, parents and community have 
supported one another to deliver learning to all our students and keep all members of our 
community safe.  

As I stated in the Week 3 Update, Kilkenny Primary School and Pre-School has yet to 
have a confirmed COVID-19 case at our site. I sincerely thank families, staff and parents 
for adhering to the current guidelines in place and for keeping children home from school 

and pre-school if they have symptoms. Please familiarise yourself with the COVID-19 school processes in place 
from the Week 3 Update on School DOJO.  

We start the 2022 school year with 17 classes, comprising of 15 mainstream classes and 2 Special Classes with 
approximately 350 students.  

In the Preschool we have Group A & B and approximately 50 students enrolled.  
 
Meet the Teacher  
Our Meet the Teacher event has been rescheduled to Tuesday 1st May. We are hopeful that by then the current 
settings will be relaxed by the Department for Education and parents and families will be able to enter classrooms 
and school buildings. While it is our intention to host this event face-to-face in Week 5, if this cannot happen 
alternative arrangements will be put in place. More information on the Meet the Teacher event will go out next 
week.  
 
New Staff 
This year we welcome a number of new staff to our community. Olivia Carbone – Green 4 Year 6, Yiani 
Papageorgious – Green 1 Year 5, Louise McCreanor – Red 7 Year 1/2, Alecia Cailes & Caryl Williams – Barn 2 
JP Special Class, Cheryl Lord Front Office and Emma Robertson Garden Specialist.  
We also welcome back Steph Johnson in Green 2 Year 5 and Alanna Caire in Reception Red 5.  
 
New Parents Coffee Morning 
We had to postpone our New Parents Coffee Morning which was originally scheduled for the first day of term. We 
are still planning to hold this event when it is safe to do so and understand how important family and community 
connection is to new families of our school. We will provide an update on this once we have more clarity on the 
restrictions imposed moving forward.  

Important Dates for Term 1 
Meet the Teacher Night – Tuesday 1st March 5:00pm – 5:30pm 
Pupil Free Day – Friday 11th March (OSHC available) 
School Photos – Monday 21st March 
Harmony Day – Tuesday 22nd March 
Sports Day – Thursday 14th April 

Please refer to our Term 1 calendar which was shared on School DOJO.  

 
Kind Regards, 
Alex Narcys 
Acting Principal   

Alexander.narcys442@schools.sa.edu.au 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL REPORT— Brenton Willson  
Hello community, welcome back to another school year.  
 
Although it has been a bit of a staggered, interrupted start to the year for students, staff have returned full of 
enthusiasm, and ready for a new three year cycle of learning and teaching improvement. 2022 is the first 
year of a new Site Improvement planning process where as a school community we will continue to embed 
our strong literacy practices from our last 3 year plan, such as Read Write Inc and Reciprocal reading, but 
also begin an intensive focus on Numeracy.  
Over the next three years we’ll be focussing on going from good to great in the area of Mathematics. 
Through intensive data analysis we’ve found our students are performing to a good standard overall in 
mathematics, but this data shows we are not extending them enough, yet! 

  
Here’s what we’re planning to do. 
Staff have completed one day of Professional Learning with Tierney Kennedy, an external expert in 
Primary Maths teaching. As our expert, Tierney has shared data with us to show that as a school we 
are achieving well in Numeracy, but to continuously improve we need to further challenge our students 
to be expert problem solvers in maths. This is our primary focus within our next 3 year Site 
Improvement Plan. We will use Tierney's expertise to further skill our teachers in using a new model of 
curriculum delivery – one that will draw on the 6 key focus areas of our school’s Pedagogical 
Agreement developed in 2020-21. 
 
Teachers will be up-skilled in using diagnostic testing to get a greater understanding of what our 
students understand, and then develop specific instruction from this information. Teachers will work in 
their professional learning teams to structure weekly lessons so that students begin the week as 
problem solvers using a specific maths concept.   
 
Here’s an example of this in action: 
This week Ms Sharonlee posed this problem to her students. ‘Using the materials on your tables work 
collaboratively to decide the most efficient way to count them.’ 
Not surprisingly students had many ideas, and used grouping and patterning to solve the same problem 
in many different ways. Most used grouping of 5 or 10, drawing on their  base 10 knowledge from 
previous learning. See images to the right. This demonstrates students recalling previous information to 
support them to be effective problem solvers. 
 
From this lesson teachers will then structure the next two lessons teaching specific content based on 
the concept, with a further interleaved lesson that will explore concept retention from previous lessons – 
up to 2-3 weeks beforehand. This structure has been extensively researched and is proven to lift 
academic achievement in all students. 
 
Running parallel to this will be a school-wide focus on developing a stronger culture of learning, and 
building a maths culture where it’s cool to love maths - developing a can do attitude to solving difficult 
complex maths problems, just like Red 4 demonstrated this week.  
 
I hear many parents say “I was never very good at Maths, so I doubt my kids will be!” Well, it’s time to change this perception of 
Maths, and we’re looking forward to your support.  
 
Teachers, throughout the year will be inviting you to contribute to building this culture of learning, particularly in Numeracy. 
To get started take a look at this clip from Jo Boaler. A maths expert from the US. She explains it brilliantly! https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3e9a4Hjc9SM 
 
We are excited with what lies ahead in this learning, and we look forward to sharing it with you, and involving you in it, so 
together we can continue to strengthen our learning culture across our community. 
 
Keep being great, but let’s keep striving to get better. 
Cheers 
Acting Deputy Principal  
Brenton  
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What an amazing start to the year by Red 1! We have been getting to know each 
other and developing connections. We looked at the story 'We are all alike ...We are 
all different', to explore look at what we have in common and how we are different. 
Exploring culture, faith, and language diversity in the class, so we can embrace 
special events and add them to our 
class calendar. 

 We have learning about different types 
of feelings and how we can use coping 
tools to change how we are feeling and 
thinking so we can be calm, focused, 
and ready to learn. 

We have started to explore Bronwyn 
Bancroft's use of colour and pattern to 
FUHDWH�RXU�RZQ�ZRUN��(YHU\RQH�GLG�D�
IDQWDVWLF�MRE�DQG�VKRZHG�HQWKXVLDVP�
IRU�WKHLU�ZRUN��ZHOO�GRQH��� 

 

RED 2 - Rec — Jess Pietsch 
/t has been an absolute pleasure to welcome our new receptions 
to KPS. Red 2 have had a very successful transition to their first 
year of schooling. We've been very busy meeting the Caring 
Agreements mascots and learning new routines. This week we 
started the RWI program, and we look forward to continuing to 
develop rich readers and writers within our community. In maths 
we have been exploring pattern, counting and structural drawing 
(recording our ideas accurately). Looking forward to great things 
this year! 

 

RED 1 — Year 1/2 — Cat Acha 

RED 3 -Rec -Tara Clarke, Claire Ewens  
Everyone in Red 3 has had an exciting couple of weeks! We have all 
settled in well and are beginning to form new friendships with our 
classmates. We spent time in week 2 learning and practising the 
Kilkenny Primary School Caring Agreements and these have really 
helped us to build positive relationships and learning behaviours. We 
are all very excited to see what the rest of the year will hold! We hope 
you like our elephants with their big attentive listening ears like Eddie. 
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RED 5 — Reception — Alanna Caire, Tara Clarke 

RED 6 —  Year 1— Alison Duggan 
The children have made a great start to the year. They have settled well into classrooms routines. We always start each morning 
with a variety of  learning experiences, which involve developing social skills, language skills, fine motor skills and problem solving 
skills.  The learning experiences incorporates the schools values of creativity and critical thinking skills. The experiences 
encompass the learning areas of Mathematics, Technology and Design, STEM. The activities may include  a variety  of puzzles, 
pattern  boards, Kinecs, Wedgits, Pegboards, Archie Mates construction, Dominoes, Language / Spelling games. Looking forward 
to a wonderful term 1 together for 2022. 

RED 4 — Year 2 — Sharonlee Kritzki 
Ms Sharonlee and Ms Fiona welcome back most Red 4 students this week after 2 weeks of 
online learning. Students did an outstanding job of engaging with learning during the first 
two weeks, whether learning from home or attending class. Each day we connected 

together through Google Meet to get to know each 
other and begin to develop a team connection. A 
project students engaged in was to explore counting 
large connections. Students gathered lots of ‘stuff’ in 
sandwich bags and tested their estimation skills. 
They counted each day, exploring faster ways to 
count and more efficient ways to lay out their objects 
to count accurately. Very quickly, students have 
agreed that making piles of 10 is a fast way to count lots of ‘stuff’ very quickly. This week we 
have continued this project, working together in large teams. The ‘Sunflower’ group have 
discovered that they can even make groups of 100, and quickly and efficiently ‘see’ how many 
objects they have, even if it’s more than 300!  
For this learning to happen so quickly in the term, it is evident that students already know their 

routines, follow the school values and work powerfully in learning teams! What a great start to the year.  

In Red 5, we have been getting to know each other and learning about our Kilkenny caring agreements. We met all the caring 
agreement characters and discussed ways we can embody their messages within our class and school. Here are some of our 
displays to represent each agreement.  
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GREEN 2 - Year 5 Steph Johnson  

Red 7  —Year 1/2 — Louise Mcreanor 

Green 2 have been focusing on setting up our classroom for 2022. We 
have started creating a Contract for our behaviour based on the Caring 
Agreements, practiced our class meeting, practiced our class jobs and 
our Mindful Mornings.  

GREEN 1 -  Year 5 -Yiani Papageorgios  

Welcome to Green 1 in 2022, so far this year has 
continued how it left off and students were excellent 
during their home learning. Back to school and it has 
been great getting to know the students. This week we 
have focused on learning about different mindsets and 
what will help us succeed while we’re at school. We 
spoke about the difference between having a fixed and 
growth mindset and how it will allow our class as 
learners to grow. Students did an excellent job making 
connections to their learning and I look forward to 
seeing them grow throughout 2022. 

In HASS, Red 7 has been exploring the history behind the Lunar New Year and how people celebrate it 
today. In the legend, every new year, a monster named Nian “Year” would come and attack the villagers. One 
year they decided to fight back and discovered that loud noises, fire, and the colour red would scare the 
monster away. Today, drums, music and dancing, fireworks, paper lanterns and the colour red are used to 
celebrate the Lunar New Year. Red 7 learned about the Chinese Zodiac and how this year is the year of the 
water tiger, making tiger snowflakes, paper 
lanterns and discovering their zodiac sign.  
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GREEN 3— Year 6 - Olivia Carbone 
In Green 4, we have been super excited to get back into the classroom and work face to face. This week we have been getting to 
know our peers, setting classroom expectations using the caring agreements and working collaboratively in Mathematics, Writing 
and HASS. We have worked on discovering our strengths and weaknesses in Mathematics and look forward to finding strategies 
to help improve our learning. In HASS we have been learning about the three levels of Government so that we can build our 
understanding of how our country runs. We are looking forward to this term and can’t wait to get stuck into it.  

GREEN  —Year 4/5 (2) — Paige Vogelsang  

dŚŝƐ�ǁĞĞŬ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ŽƵƌ��ĂƌŝŶŐ��ŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ͘�tĞ�ƉĂŝƌĞĚ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐůĂƐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞĂĚ�ŽƵƌ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ�ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ͘�tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞƩůŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ�zĞĂƌ�ϲ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶũŽǇŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ƟŵĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ŝŶ�ĐůĂƐƐ͕�
ĨĂĐĞ-ƚŽ-ĨĂĐĞ͊  
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BLUE 2 — Year  4 — Jenne Ellis-Kells  

�/Ŷ�ŵĂƚŚƐ�ǁĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƉůĂǇŝŶŐ�Ă�ŐĂŵĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞ͛ƌĞ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�
ĚŝĞ͘� 

/Ŷ��ƌƚ�ǁĞ�ĞŶůĂƌŐĞĚ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ĂŶƚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ŐƌŝĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�ůĂƌŐĞƌ�ĂŶƚ͘� 

/Ŷ�,�^^�ǁĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�Ă�ŵŝŶĚ�ŵĂƉ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ĂŶŝŵĂů�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ůŽƚƵƐ�ĚŝĂŐƌĂŵ͘� 

:ĞŶŶŝĨĞƌ�Θ�/ƐůĂ 

 

 

 

We have done two weeks of online learning. Some of us attended school but most worked from home. Online learning was hard 
sometimes. We had a zoom call every day, they didn’t last long, we just said hello to each other. Now that we are all together we are 
having lots of fun.  

We have just begun work on First Australians in history. 

We have joined Epic Books, a reading site for kids of all ages, it’s for free and we have a class code to log on with. 

It’s nice to have everybody together at school. 

Evie, Sofia, Santiago and Steven  

BLUE 3 — Year  4 — Ulla Hoffman  

OSHC 

All Bookings to be done Online 

Please make sure all accounts are up to date.  
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BLUE  4 &5— Year  3— Jake Comitogianni & Taylor Jenkinson 
Blue 4 and 5 have settled into the year extremely well. Both classes have done plenty of collaborative learning together, with 
students from home being able to access the learning from online. This was a great success over the first two weeks, as 
students were able to video call and complete the required work. Blue 4 and 5 have also started week 3 with coming up with 
class caring agreements and expectations, and different team building activities to get to know one another.  

We look forward to what the rest of the term holds for the Blue Unit. 
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Barn 2 have been learning lots of exciting things this year! We welcome new students into our class, as well as 2 
new teachers for term 1. Miss Alecia is in Barn 2 Monday to Wednesdays, and Miss Caryl is in Thursday and 
Friday’s.  
This term, we will be learning about Fairy Tales. We have been exploring ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ so far this 
term. We have planted our own beans on clouds to see if we have magic beans that will grow on a beanstalk up 
to a castle.  
Barn 2 have also been exploring areas of the school. A place of special interest for our class has been the scrub 
and the pond. We have begun to learn about tadpoles and frogs, and have explored artworks related to water and 
the pond.  

 

BARN 2 -  JP Special Class- Alecia Cailes, Caryl Williams 

BARN 1- PR Special Class-  Laura Bennets 
Welcome back families!! We have 4 new students in our class and we are enjoying getting to know them. Our first two and a 
half weeks have included learning about 2D shapes, reading stories, lots of sharing and asking questions, learning about our 
caring agreement mascots, reading and making recipes, creating art, building with blocks, tiles and lego and playing games. It 
is fantastic to see this group of young people getting along well, learning together and supporting one another. We are thrilled 
to be back and are so excited to see Barn 1 students reach their goals this year.  
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PRESCHOOL — Louise Cutri / Christina Lipitkas / Donna Seaton 
Welcome to all of our new Preschool children and families. It has been great pleasure in getting to know 
everyone and it has been a busy first three weeks. Children are becoming familiar with our Preschool routine and 
have been actively engaging with many different learning experiences. We would like to thank all families for the 
support you have given your child in making their first weeks at Preschool a great success. We will continue 
relationships building with the children and supporting them as needed. We have been exploring and talking 
about feelings and singing songs to learn each other’s names. We look forward to a fun year of learning together.  

� ������

 

�� 
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Hello Families 
 
The year started with the junior primary kitchen classes having a tour of the school’s garden which is full of seasonal produce at the 
moment. 
 
The children saw sunflowers and learnt about the sunflower seeds that you can eat. They saw how tomatoes, broccoli, eggplant, 
basil and zucchini all grow on different types of plants and vines. Above ground and under the ground.  
 
We picked the produce as we walked around, then brought it back to wash it, prepare it and then eat it! 
 
Some classes were able to make a freshly picked basil and sunflower seed pesto using a Mortar and Pestle. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed using this ancient piece of kitchen equipment to make the pesto to eat their freshly harvested and prepared 
vegetables with. 
 
I also asked the children to think about what they saw in the garden and to draw and colour in. As you can see the drawings were 
amazing! 
 

Jessica  

KITCHEN— Jessica Liebich  
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Premier's Reading Challenge  

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
Kilkenny Primary is once again taking part in the Premier's Reading Challenge. A challenge that motivates and encour-
ages a love of reading, developing imagination, literacy skills and cultivate a passion for literature. We have achieved a 
lot of success and enjoyment in the past with this challenge, so please encourage your child/children to participate in this 
challenge and read every night.  

 
Our challenge commences the start of the school year and finishes the 9th of September 2022 
HOW It Works 
Rec-6 students need to read twelve books,- (at least eight 
of the twelve books will be chosen from the Premier’s Reading Challenge 
booklist at an appropriate literacy level for each student. A maximum of four          
books can be the students own choice and should be of a similar standard to                   
books on the list). 
-Students will record their books read on their 2022 record sheet with support from teachers and parents. 
-A list of suggested books are available on the Premier’s reading challenge web 
site- (www.prc.sa.edu.au) to help students choose reading materials. 
-Some of the Premier’s Reading Challenge books can be found in our library and 
are colour coded with a sticker for age-appropriate reading, 
-When the PRC student record sheet is completed by the student it will then 
need to be signed by a Parent/Guardian and returned to the class teacher. 
-Awards for participation and presentation of certificates or medals will be sent 
to Kilkenny Primary School in November . 
You can play a big part in your child/children’s learning by encouraging them to be 
part of this positive initiative. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Simone, Teacher/Librarian 

PRC Coordinator 
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Preschool  Alice B, Harry B 

Red 1 Eloise S, Riley R 

Red 2 Aria G, Calvin R 

Red 3  Massimo C, Harriet P 

Red 4 Henry B, Isla B 

Red 5  Ivy G 

Red 6 Ellie Y, Leo T 

Red 7 Olive P, Akshveer R 

Green 1 Dorothy , Ollie, Sinthu 

Green 2  Emily S, Miles M 

Green 3 Amritpal S, Tilly Q 

Green 4 Seynab U, Remy B 

Blue 2 Evie B, Poppy M 

Blue 3 Lara M, Zainab Z 

Blue 4 Tyler S, Elliot J 

Blue 5 Mia P, Ngawang C 

Barn 1 Kurbaan 

Barn 2  Leo 

AWARDS 


